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Who then is this? 
Milton M. Thorne 
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Who then is this? 

Every man! 

He’s identified with each and all. 

And what I do, or don't do, to you, or you 
fo me, 

And to the rest of .God’s Family, 

Is what we do, or don't do, to Him! 
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THE PROBLEM OF 


DOUBT— 


IN THE MINISTER’S LIFE 


WAYNE C. CLARK 


ONTRARY to the popular impression 

he may create, the minister is not in- 

vulnerable in the area of doubt in the 
deep places of his personal life. The degree 
of doubt may vary, but it occurs at various 
times and in certain situations in the life of 
any miunister. 

He may be assailed with doubt as to the 
wisdom of his choice of the ministry as a 
vocation. It is said that the late Dr. George 
W. Truett of Dallas, Texas, made the remark 
that he felt like resigning every Monday 
morning. Discounting the facetiousness of 
the remark, one can still perceive the under- 
current of truth in it which has a fellowship 
with the feelings of us all. There are sombre 
times when every minister wonders if he did 
the wise thing in choosing the ministry as a 
life work. There are times when it occurs to 
him that he would have been far wiser to have 
chosen the legal profession or the literary pro- 
fession. ‘‘Surely,”’ he tells himself, “I would 
have made a far better business executive than 
I have made a minister of the gospel.” 

He may even doubt the efficacy of his call- 
ing. He feels that the basic ideology of the 
Christian faith is the certainty of a Christian 

perience and the power of the religious 
dynamic and Christian motivation to alter and 

ange a life for the better. In the face of 
that conviction he sees what he believes to be 
fepeated examples of failure on the part of 
the Christian system to effect a salutary change. 
Patiently, frankly, lovingly he endeavors to 
lead his people to self-understanding and ef- 
fective, happy Christian living, and then he 
sees them turn aside from it all, at least so it 
pears to him, and pursue their same errors 
and be pursued by their same fears with no 
apparent change or benefit. 
“What is the use of preaching?’ he asks 
nimself, and it is not an idle question. There 
re times when he feels a deep kinship with 
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Jeremiah, who was forced to witness the de- 
fection of his people despite his warnings and 
pleadings. The minister sees the fickleness 
and superficiality of people. He is deeply 
cognizant of their humanity. He sees their 
eagerness to hear the sensational and to feel 
the emotional, their disinclination to listen to 
that which will make them think or which 
will disturb pleasing misconceptions, their 
tendency to call that “good” with which they 
agree to call that ‘confusing’ or “‘unintelligi- 
ble” with which they do not wish to agree. 
He sees so often the choice made for the easy 
wrong instead of the hard right. He per- 
ceives serious blind spots. All of these de- 
fenses he understands as he preaches and as 
he prepares to preach, and he sometimes won- 
ders seriously if it is worth the effort. He 
_feels rightly that if he could just know, even 
once, that preaching does good, he would be 
content, but he sees so much apparent indica- 
tion to the contrary that he is tempted to 
cynicism. 

He sometimes wonders even if he, him- 
self, is sincere. He sees his own selfishness 
so often intruding into the pastoral and 
preaching situation, and he sees so many in- 
dications in himself of the. ulterior motive 
that he wonders if he can ever be absolutely 
sincere in the area of humility and unselfish- 
ness. He is tempted to wonder if the whole 
system is not a gigantic pose. 

These are strong statements, but they rep- 
resent a frank facing of the heart of many a 
minister. 

Why should those doubts exist? If the min- 
ister is what he should be, why should he 
ever be cynical? ni 

The minister is a member of the human 
race. He is made up of the same ingredients _ 
“ordinary” people are. Quite often his doubt 
can be traced to his weariness. He has not 


been as thoughtful of himself as he should be. — ~ 


There is a close relationship between nervous 
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fatigue and depression, Elijah became doubt- 
ful when he became thoroughly fatigued. The 
minister has given himself without reserve to 
such an extent that his vitality is seriously de- 
pleted. He will not rest. Too often he can- 
not rest. More than he realizes at the time, 
his continuous contacts with people and their 
problems drain him. Without his perceiving 
it, “power has gone out of him.” This is an 
aspect of his calling that the minister must 
continually face. It is probable that more de- 
cisions to resign and run away from a situa- 
tion are made on a Monday, or at some other 
similar time of spiritual and physical deple- 
tion, than at any other time. 

But the minister can never know the full 
extent of the usefulness of his work. People 
do not often think to tell him. Even if they 
did think of it, they could not always tell 
him what he has done for them. If the aver- 
age minister could know the full extent of his 
usefulness, he would be amazed. Once in a 
while flashes of revelation come to him. A 
pastor had been invited as a guest at a Civic 
club dinner being held in his community. The 
featured speaker of the evening was a promi- 
nent industrialist who had just returned from 
a fact-finding tour in Germany, following the 
second world war. He was a man who had 
occasionally attended this minister's services. 
As the industrialist arose to speak he said, 
“I do not think Rev. Blank knows it, but 
he was responsible in a way for my taking 
this assignment and making this trip.’ The 
pastor was surprised beyond words. “A few 
months ago,” the man continued, “I was at 
one of his services. It was near the first of 
the year, and I was somewhat depressed and 
uncertain. I had just retired from active ser- 
vice in my firm and was wondering what I 
would do next. I had received an invitation 
to go to Germany and make this study, but 
was wondering if I should attempt it. The 
minister's sermon was on the theme of ‘“The 
Land of Beginning Again.’’ He proceeded to 
outline the sermon, point by point, as it had 
been delivered several months before. ‘That 
sermon helped me to decide,” affirmed the in- 
dustrialist. “The thoughts were so timely 
that I have given them again and again as I 
have travelled across the nation and have 
spoken to various groups.” That experience 
was a revelation to the minister. He remem- 
bered the occasion and the presence of the 
man in his congregation, but there had been 
no visible indication that what he had said had 
made any impression on, or contribution to, 
the man’s life whatsoever. One never knows, 
but he must continually remember the vitality 
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of the seed he scatters and its inherent powe 
to find lodgment and achieve growth. “Nov 
we see through a glass but darkly.” 

The minister may also find the genesis 0 
his doubt in the unsuspected invasion of sec 
ondary and non-spiritual interests and pre 
occupations in his life. His function is t 
exercise spiritual oversight of the flock, but it 
the modern situation he finds it necessary 
to be many other kinds of persons. He mus 
be an executive, he discovers. In some in 
stances he feels it incumbent upon him to b 
financial promoter. In some communities ht 
is expected to affiliate with various clubs anc 
fraternities. He is in demand as an after 
dinner speaker. He serves on this community 
board and that. It is well that he can, but he 
is in constant danger of becoming vulnerable 
in the citadel of his soul to the invasion 0} 
secular and materialistic interests. In short 
the secular crowds out the spiritual in his life 
before he realizes it. He has less and les: 
time to contemplate, to live and move anc 
have his being in the higher altitudes, te 
read the scriptures meditatively instead of 
speculatively, to maintain his contact with the 
invisible world. The minister must be ir 
the world, but not of it. He must not be 
isolated, but he must be insulated. To suck 
a man it comes as a shock to know that the 
layman is beginning to write and to speak of 
the necessity of the deeply spiritual in cur. 
rent, economic, and personal life. Of all 
men, the minister must guard his own sow 
and never cease to value the commodity 
he has to sell. As one meets such minister: 
he is depressed with the vague feeling thai 
here is an unfortunate person who has los' 
his excuse for being. He is filled with thing: 
and bustling with machinery, but the deep 
silent places of the soul seem to have driec 
up for him. Once he possessed a high, if 
naive, idealism, but the exigencies of life 
the disillusionments of experience, the pres 
sure of financial stringency, and the deaden 
ing influence of materialism left their dehy 
drating effect. Then it is he sometimes won 
ders why he cannot. feel the urgency anc 
relevance of the gospel he felt so keenly, anc 
so happily as a youth. i 

The minister may feel the cynicism o. 
doubt because he has failed to preceive thi 
basic relevancy of the gospel. Psychiatry ap 
pears to him to be relevant in the area o 
human need. He thinks he would be wis 
to set up in his church a psychiatric clinic 
Contemporary books may appear to him t 
be more relevant in the prevalent cultur 
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MY CHURCH BULLETIN 


MILTON M. THORNE 


HE Church bulletin, sometimes called 

calendar, has become an integral part of 

the Church’s life. Years ago only large 
and well-to-do churches boasted of one. 
Other churches considered it a luxury beyond 
reach. Many pastors dreamed of a bulletin, 
but thrust the idea aside. One might as well 
hope for the moon. ‘ 

But with the stencil duplicating machine in 
its perfection, the situation has changed ma- 
terially, and today the Church which has no 
weekly bulletin or calendar is numbered among 
a decreasing minority. Churches small as 
well as large, in villages as well as in Cities, 
and often in the great open spaces, use the 
weekly bulletin. They would no more think 
of doing without it than without hymn books 
or lesson materials. It now is classed among 
“the musts’’. 

A good case could be made for the stenciled 
bulletin over the printed bulletin, although we 
are in the habit of thinking the printed bulle- 
tin is automatically superior. It may well be. 
On the other hand, it often isn’t. All de- 
pends on the personality back of the bulletin. 

One advantage the stenciled bulletin may 
have over the printed bulletin is that the 
former lends itself easily to illustrations at 
little added cost. Cuts are expensive, and the 
sort needed hard to secure. But with a stylus 
and a drawoscope and a batch of pictures 
ftom one or more duplicating machine sup- 
ply houses, plus a bit of imagination and 
talent on the part of the pastor or Church 
secretary, the sky’s the limit with mimeograph 
stencils. With stencil inserts now available, 
sven the sky needn’t cramp one’s style. 

-In two decades’ experience with stenciled 
sulletins, I naturally have taken notice of other 
sulletins, hundreds of which have come to 


te and even cheap so many of them are, 
m an artistic standpoint. More than once 
have found myself saying, “If he'd only 
ken a half hour’s more time with it, he 
ally could have had an attractive piece of 
work.” But he didn’t, and that’s the pity. 
or what he had was a mess. Anyway, it 
essed up the pews, for few evidently desired 
© be caught with one of them outside, so 
they were left in the seats. With Church 
lletins, as with everything else, “what's 
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attention, and it is surprising how med-— 


worth doing at all is worth doing well.” 

One thing I have watched with an eagle 
eye, and that’s spelling. I know some per- 
sons are better spellers than others, so my 
rule is, even when not in doubt, make sure. 
Have a dictionary at your elbow and don’t be 
bashful about using it. Once I read in a 
Church bulletin that Brother So-and-So had 
been elected “lay delicate’ to the annual con- 
ference. In another instance called to my 
notice, a member who recently had passed 
away was referred to as “diseased”. After 
reading things of that sort, how can a per- 
son be in the spirit of worship in the Lord’s 
house on the Lord’s Day? He can't. 

So often one feels let down when, having 
looked at the beautiful picture on the front 
page, he turns to the inside, only to be met 
with poorly produced stencil work. I try to 
make my work so good that the uninitiated 
scarely notice the change. However, partly 
printed bulletins use up space which well could 
be given to more important local matter. Per- 
sonalization of the bulletin is imperative if it 
is to serve its fullest purpose. 


The best use of available space is necessary. 


Many are tempted, and they yield, to print re- 
sponses and prayers. Thus, two pages often 
ate taken up simply with the order of service 
for the morning worship. I don’t do that, 
because they all are printed in the hymnal, 
and a brief pause is sufficient to. allow the 
congregation time to turn to them. 

On the other hand, it is of little use to 
ptint the order of service if organ selections, 
hymn numbers and titles, anthem and sermon 
themes, responsive reading references, and the 
like, are not given. Furthermore, names of 
organist or pianist, choir director, guest 
preacher, and other persons who may have 
some part in the service, by all means should 
be given, and correctly. Many a bulletin I 
have seen could as well have been used in the 
Church in Timbuktu as in the one it was 
made for. There was little of a local nature 
to place it. 

A bulletin should contain all the announce- 


ments for the week ahead and mention of © 


events farther off. One of its main purposes 


is to keep the pulpit from becoming a bulle 
tin board. No need to have a bulletin if the = 
preacher is going to read it to the people or 
spend the time making announcements that = 
should have been in the bulletin. Sree ie 
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The one thing which does more to put the 
Church bulletin over than anything else, I 
have found, is the generous use of names. 
While people say, “I don’t care to see my 
name in print,” experience teaches that usual- 
ly it is a pretense of modesty rather than a 
fact. And names should be given correctly. 
The weekly bulletin gives the pastor an oppor- 
tunity to name names: Names of new mem- 
bers, names of the sick and shutins, names of 
families receiving pastoral calls, names of sub- 
sctibers to the Church magazine, names of 
officers of the Church and Church School and 
Woman’s Society and Youth Fellowship and 
Young Adults Fellowship and Men’s Brother- 
hood, names of visitors, names of youths in 
college, names of High School graduates, 
names of new babies, names of those cele- 


brating wedding anniversaries, names of those 
having birthdays, names of members receiving 
peculiar recognition for services rendered, 
names of... But why go on? But names, 
names, names! Such a bulletin people take 
home and often file for future reference and 
historic value. In every Church I have served 
person after person has said, “I keep them 
all.” And the pastor is called upon fot 
back copies frequently. 

The thing I stress is the better use of an 
agency which has limitless possibilities and 
yet is being illy used by so many. The sten- 
ciled Church bulletin deserves better treat- 
ment at our hands than it is getting. But 
let’s be fair with it, not for its own sake 
primarily, but for the larger good it may 
do in the Church and Kingdom work. 
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A LAYMAN SPEAKS OF 
Poe CAURCH THARS =DiEReREMNa 


FRANK W. BALL 


IFTEEN yeats ago the teacher of our 

men’s Bible class asked a younger man 

from another denomination to fill in for 
him for a Sunday or two. A short time later 
the tottering old fellow died. The substitute 
is still there, still teaching and he still holds 
his membership in another denomination. But 
that’s the way we do things — differently. 
There were a mere half a dozen in the class 
_ when our present teacher started. The num- 
ber grew to forty or fifty and the collections 
from two or three dollars to twenty or thirty. 
So we kept him. 

But he likes to visit about during the sum- 
met and he was gone half the time during 
this season. We asked a quiet fellow who 
hadn’t been converted a year to pinch hit — 
just to be polite. To our surprise, he accepted 
and spent hours poring over his Bible, and 
is now about to eclipse the regular teacher. 

As for finances, we don’t take plate offerings 
often in our church services. That, within 
itself, is strange for a Methodist congrega- 
tion. Our stewards never have to raise money. 
_For sixteen years we have never solicited one 
dime for our regular church budget, and’ we 
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haven't defaulted a single debt since 1934. 
We have a system. 

The whole Sunday school membership 
knows the amount it takes to run the church 
a month. Each Sunday we put the total col- 
lection amount so far that month on the regis- 
ter board. If the final total is not up to that 
amount, we know we are “in the red.’ So 
we give heavier next month. Ninety percent 
of our regular expenses come in through the 
ordinary class offerings of the Sunday school. 
It is not unusual to see a five or ten dollar 
bill in a class collection plate, and occasion- 
ally a twenty. The other ten percent is given 
the secretary personally and he turns it in to 
the treasurer as “extra.” It is added into the 
total. Thus the whole budget is financed 
through the Sunday school. | 

Our homecoming, along about knee deep 
in August, is really a song festival. Few who 
attend are really homecomers. They are 
mostly just visitors, some coming as far as 
sixty miles. Members of ours and other de- 
nominations, they have been looking forward 
to this day for many months. 

It all started when we invited a quartet 
or two to our homecoming many years ago. 
People seemed to like singing better than 


preaching, praying, or testifying. So the num- 
ber of singers grew, as did the audience, 
Sometimes we have as many as a dozen sets 
of singers from our soloist up to a chorus. 
We don't pretend to try to seat the audience. 
Many sit on porches near the church, or in 
their cars. Others stand in the shade of our 
maples. For fifteen consecutive years, the 
weather man has been kind. Not a drop of 
tain has fallen. 

A member of another denomination is mas- 
ter of ceremonies. He takes over immediately 
after a short Sunday School session. From 
then until the pastor pronounces the benedic- 
tion, five hours later, the pillars of the church 
are mere spectators. Our solist and her pian- 
ist are allowed to open the ceremonies. Then 
along with our pastor, Sunday School super- 
intendent, and trustees, they take a back seat. 
The pastor may fill the water barrel and the 
stewards may have to set up the tables be- 
neath the trees. The trustees attend to getting 
the speaker system in order, and the president 
of the ladies society sees that plates are avail- 
able for the dinner. In general, we, the pil- 
lars of the synagogue, serve the singers and 
their public. This one day is a great general 
uplift to the church. A plate offering is taken 
from the crowd and given to the singers for 
gasoline expense. Many try to return it, but 
we refuse. 

Even our solist is different. She has such 
a deep spiritual experience that many songs 


overcome her and she has to go weeping to 


her seat. Sometimes she refuses to give up, 
cries through a stanza, then rallies to finish 
the song. Our preachers always preach better 
somehow when she fails. 

Our preacher? He’s an old man of sixty- 
three. We asked for a young man of 
thirty—and were disappointed for a while. 
Then we learned that we had a man of ex- 
perience and power, and repented. It is not 
unusual for him to have his sermons inter- 
tupted with a comment on his sermon, a 
boisterous “Amen,” or even a challenge. Once 
when he was expressing pleasure at the many 
* things said about him, a raucous voice 
from the rear exclaimed, “Beware when all 
en speak well of you.” Once our morning 
church service was completely closed down by 
an argument over the works of grace. But 
despite all this, it seems that a good spirit 
prevails. 

In increasing finances, such as the pastor's 
salary, a proposed building program, or a 
missionary or pension drive, we all kick like 
bay steers. Then fight just as hard to put the 
stogram over, and always do. Within the 
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past three years we have paid in full for a 
six thousand dollar parsonage, after raving 
tor months that we'd better not have started 
it. 

Another day when those who have carried 
the torch through the years take their places 
in the audience, is when the newer converts 
take over. On Mother's Day, a young lady 
“four months old’ spiritually, served as Sun- 
day School superintendent. Her husband, “‘a 
year old,” taught the Men’s Bible Class. A 
little lass with less than a year in setvice, 
served as secretary and had to have a chair 
to stand on to reach the register and budget 
boards. 

-Our regular superintendent is different — 
she is a lady who has spent eighteen years in 
that office giving orders to us men. And we 
obey them. She has spent more than forty 
years as a teacher in the Sunday School. She 
is continually conjuring up odd ways of doing 
things. Four times her 4-H club has taken 
over our worship service to give a religious 
pageant —— its community project. 
been her secretary for eighteen years. 

When the largest branches of the Methodist 
church united in 1939 it left two Methodist 
churches of the same large group in our town. 
We suggested to some of our members the 
matter of uniting with the large church on 
Main Street. Their answers added up to; 
“Aw, shucks, we can’t do that; we're. too 
different.” And we supposed the unspoken 
attitude from up Main Street way was: ‘They 

__wouldn’t fit in here; they’re so different.” It 
would disgustingly surprise the D.D. up 
there, I am sure, to have somebody rise up in 
the middle of his discourse and yell, “Ain't 
it the truth, brother, ain't it the truth?” 

Even our church building is different. The 
pulpit faces the middle of the right tier of 
seats, the middle aisle coming up six or eight 
feet to the preacher’s right. The pulpit is in 
an ell. When we built this addition to the 
church proper twenty-five years ago, we off- 
set it six feet from the regular building, think- 
ing our church was sitting on a diagonal lot. 
When the surveyor found that the lot was 
rectangular and that six feet of our offset ell 
was on another man’s property, we had to 
buy the lot on which we had built. Yea, 
when a man buildeth, why will he not at 
first sit down and figure up the cost? Well, 
we built a parsonage on the lot and took our 

reacher out of a rented building. 

And he liked that. 


a 


“Why come temptations, but for us to meet 
And master and make crouch beneath our 
- And thus be pedestalled in triumph.” - 


Page 369 


I have . 


fect, eae 


. 


a 


The Editors Columns 
US 


When Times Are Evil 


HE times are very evil. No need to mass 
the proof, it crashes in on us daily. The 
frightful crescendo of calamities, the 

imminence of a third world war, drive us to 
ask long-neglected questions about the moral 
and spiritual problems of our world, and of 
our own personal selves. Is a sensate civiliza- 
tion crashing to ruin, breaking to pieces before 
our very eyes? 

The ancient dilemma confronts us. If God 
is not the miserable failure that man is but has 
the power to stop these frightful calamities and 
does not do so, can He be a good God? If He 
is really good and still does not do so has He 
“the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory” 
that we have been ascribing to Him? Who is 
in control here? Is it God? Or Man? Or 
Satan? Or blind, remorseless Fate? All de- 
pends on how we answer that question. 

As for ourselves, we must admit that we are 
smashing ourselves in a headlong rush down 
the paths of our own sinful inclinations. So 
now we find ourselves in headlong collision 
with the Eternal! 

Faith, like a star, shines brightest in the 
dark. We Christians hold with all our might 
to the faith that God reigns supreme in the 
splendor and majesty of His power, so that 
when men’s hearts melt away in any calamity 
or panic it is still the Eternal who upholds 
order in the world, making even the wrath of 
men to praise Him, and taking His own time 
and way in doing it. 

. The truth about us we dislike to admit, but 
that does not change it. “There is none right- 
-eous, no, not one.” Therefore God would be 
perfectly justified if He destroyed us all, strik- 


ing down every plane out of His fair skies, 
smiting. us down with raging storms, launching 
the arrows of His twisted lightning against us, 
shaking us to dust with His earthquakes, swal- 
lowing us up in His mighty oceans, letting us 
destroy ourselves with the fury of our wars} 
finishing us off by “the pestilence that walketh 
in darkness and by the destruction that wasteth 
at noonday.” 

No voice could be raised to challenge His 
tight doing. The Potter has right and power 
over the clay: when it refuses to yield to His 
will and purpose for it He does right when He 
flings it aside, a cracked, discarded pot into 
which nobody can pour. 

But God is not only just and right in all 
His doings. He is also a loving and merciful 
Father whose vast pity wipes out our offenses. 
The sacrifice which He wants us to bring Him 
is a soul with its evil ctushed. None can buy 
himself off—but He has ransom for us all. At 
what cost to Himself we learn beneath Gol- 
gotha’s cross. ’ 

Evil times, calamities, scourging wars all are 
meant to lead us to repentance and faith in 
Him. Unless we repent we may be sure we 
shall all perish. ales we produce for Him 
the fruit He has a right to expect we shall 
sutely be cut down, like the barren fig tree in 
the parable: “Why cumbereth it the ground?” 

When we turn to Him and loyally serve Him 
He vite us of our sackcloth and girdles us 
with gladness. Our mouth is filled with 
laughter. i 

I will tell this good news to our gathering! 


i 


—Paul W agner Roth. Ss y 
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UHURCH AT WORK 


Paying For The Furnace With 
The Kitchen Door 


A man’s heart is far from the only thing 
which may be achieved through his stomach. 
At least that is the conviction of a group of 
members of the First Baptist Church of East 
Aurora, New York, and it is a conviction based 
upon their experience as publishers of the 
volume, The KITCHEN DOOR. 


The KITCHEN DOOR pressmen at work on the production end. 


loci, the Reverend Edward Clark, proposed the 
adaptation of the eastern plan to suit the local 
needs, as a fund-raising project. His sugges- 
tion was greeted with enthusiasm on the part of 
his group, who went to work. To Mrs. Clark 
must be given full credit for the physical at- 
tractiveness of the book, for she it was whose 
artistic ability in typing all of the many needed 
stencils produced a one hundred and eight page 


Photos by Both and Teall 
Mr. Clark provides the power, Mrs. 


into the machine and Mrs. Bragg inserts slip sheets to keep the freshly 
Clark hand feeds the paper in ctr aks oped arts 


The KITCHEN DOOR is their own recently 
compiled and printed book of “‘tried and tested” 
recipes, which is paying for a new heating plant 
for their house of worship, which was necessi- 
tated last winter and upon which a portion of 
the cost is yet to be paid. -N 

Reading of a somewhat similar fund-raising 
project in an eastern city, the versatile pastor- 
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book of quality appearance and content. 
First came the task of accumulating the “tried 
and tested’’ recipes, of which there are 188 in 
number. They include breads, cakes, frostings, 
candies ‘and cookies, desserts, meats and — 
luncheon dishes, poultry and fish, pickles, pies, 
salads, sauces, vegetables and miscellaneous. 
These were slowly gathered from many widely 
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separated sources, rather than from parish mem- 
bers exclusively, although recipes provided by 
members of the flock appear throughout the 
book. The last several pages of the volume 
present suitable prayers, graces and blessings 
for use before and after meals. 

Starting along about mid-February with the 
project, the last of August saw the second edi- 
tion, to all purposes, sold out, which means the 
satisfaction experienced by the little corps of 
workers makes them about ready to tackle the 
third edition of The KITCHEN DOOR. 

To date some 350 copies have been sold at 
the regular price of $1.50. Orders have been 
filled and shipped to places as far away as Okla- 
~homa, and Minnesota, and one shipment of five 
copies went to New York City. 

To make 350 copies of a 108 paged mimeo- 
graphed book means work, far more work than 
is realized by any who have not been intimately 
engaged in such a project, but that did not deter 
the Baptist group. Paper stock was secured as 
was a light weight cardboard for use as covers. 


Editor-Compiler, 
finished product, just back from the bindery. 


Mrs. Clark, examines the 


The page is 6 by 81/, inches in size which makes 
possible typing two pages on each stencil, cut- 
ting the stencil work and cost in half. Instead 
of using regular duplication paper good book 
stock paper, light ivory in color, was used, 
which gives the book a satisfactory body not to 
be had with a light paper stock. A light sepia 
colored ink was used, which on the ivory paper 
contributes much to the beauty of the work. 
On the covers, mimeographed, appear nicely 
grained and hinged door panels suiting the 
name KITCHEN DOOR. 

The binding was well chosen, and that 
with a view to frequent use of the book and 
the convenience of the user, for the volume 
is bound with a patent brown plastic clipping 
which together with the perforations on the 


page edges, permit the book to lie open, flat, 
regardless of where it is opened. The binding 
is the only part of the book done professionally. 
So much depends on a secure and permanent 
binding, that that part of the work was done by 
a regular book-binding concern. 

What one small group has done, other groups 
can do, provided the will to work is there, for 
a carelessly set up book would be worth less 
than no book at all. There are many, many 
stencils to be cut, exactly and trimly. There are 
many thousands of impressions to be made with 
the duplicating machine. The Baptists used a 
hand powered Mimeograph. There is the gath- 


“The proof of the pudding’ Mrs. Whittington 
puts the finishing touches on her Strawberry 
Glaze pie. 


ering of the pages into forms, and the binding 
whether you do it or have it done. It takes time 
and effort but has proven very much worth 
while to the producers of The KITCHEN 
DOOR and their church home. 

Mrs. Edward Clark, 184 Pine Street, East 
Aurora, N. Y. will be glad to send a copy of 
KITCHEN DOOR to any group or individual 
interested in such a fund-raising project, but 


don’t forget to enclose your remittance of $1.50 


per copy plus $.08 to cover postage, for the 
book has only one price, even to members of 
the home congregation. 


Mental Illness 


“The giant problem of mental illness is get- 
ting to be everybody’s business,” according to 
Dr. Hyman L. Levin, psychiatrist and con- 
sultant for the U. of Buffalo, N. Y. Psycholog- 
ical Clinic. In support of this announcement, 
he gives figures— ae 

“One out of.every two hospital beds in the U. S. 
is occupied by a mental patient. 7 


“More than one in 18 persons suffers from som 
form of mental illness. - 


One out of every ten persons will need psychia- 
tric care at some time during his life. 

“These figures cover only the severe mental ill- 
nesses—the so-called complete mental breakdowns, 
and those for minor mental illnesses are equally 
impressive, and it is estimated that in about 50% 
of general practitioners’ patients the physical symp- 
toms for which they seek relief are primarily the 
result of emotional maladjustments. 

“It is becoming increasingly apparent that a high 
percentage of child delinquencies, adult crimes, edu- 
cational, vocational and marriage failures are essen- 
tially expressions of mental deficiencies or mental 
disease. 

“In 1947 Americans spent about $400,000,000 for 
hospital care of mental patients, and $1,115,000,000 
for service in beauty parlors. In 1949, beginning 
July 1, the U. S. Public Health Service allocated 
$1,223,200 for research in prevention and cure of 
mental illness; in 1949, the U. S. Dept. of Agri- 
culture spent $73,880,691 for research in control 
and cure of plant and animal diseases.” 


872 Attend Drive-In 
Sunday Worship Service 


In reference to ‘Drive-In Worship Service” 
on page 335 of the August, 1950, issue of 
The Expositor, the Rey. Martin J. Hoeppner 
writes, 

“This morning the August Expositor 
came in my mail, and I want to express my 
appreciation to you for the manner in 
which you show this service to readers. I 
should have told you that the service was a 
wonderful success. 

“We had 289 cars in which there were 
872 people and two pet dogs. It was a 
reverent, attentive, appreciative congrega- 
tion, and immediately the request was made 
for more such services. You can see by 
the inclosed folder we are at it again.” 

and the letter continues— 

“Incidentally on my vacation I had an- 

other unique experience and a happy one. 
At Honey Harbor, Georgian Bay, Ontario, 
Canada, there is a Roman chapel. For 
several years the Protestants have been 
meeting at cottages of various interested 
people. This year they held services at the 
school house on one of the 42,000 islands 
of that region, and at the request of Dr. 
John M. Strodel of Christ Lutheran Church 
in Buffalo, I preached on July 23, and we 
had 110 persons attend service, all of whom 
came by boat. 
“There were row boats, outboard motors, 
small launches and big ones and boats of 
every kind. The service was held out of 
doors and was a grand experience. Just 
another sure sign that people today WANT 
to worship God.” 


Tracts You Can Use 


You Can Believe In God. 
Not Good Enough For Heaven— 
Not Bad Enough For Hell. 
Mary’s Little Lamb. 
The Glory of Sickness. 
The New Convert. 
Honestly. 
Safe for Childish Feet. 
It Happened at Camp. 
Sample copies on request, from American Tract 
Society, 21 West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 


Give a Bible 


If you are interested in extending the hand 
of Christian Fellowship to a fellow-human, 
by giving a Bible, write to All Nations Bible 
Society. The address is in the announcement, 
see index in this, or the August issue. 


Using Audio-Visuals 
In the Church 


A new basic manual in Audio-Visual edu- 
cation for churches was released on August 1, 
1950, by the International Council of Re- 
ligious Education. We are told that the 
booklet will be found helpful in class, group, 
and organization work. Chapter headings an- 
nounced are— 

What Are Audio-Visuals? 

‘Why Should the Church Use Audio- Visuals ? 

Do we know What Audio-Visual Methods 

and Materials are Effective in Christian 
Education ? 


Where May the Church Best Use Audio- 
Visuals ? 

Whose Responsibility Should This Be? 

How Best Use Audio-Visuals? 

Common Pitfalls to Be Avoided. 

Equipment and Physical Facilities. 

What Equipment to Buy. 

Lens, Projection Distance, and Screen Size. 

What Are the Resources? _ ie 

The address of the Council is 206 South 
Michigan, Chicago 4, Illinois. 


National Council of Churches 


Cleveland, Ohio, Nov. 28-Dec. 1, 1950 
Twenty-six church bodies (22 Protestant 
and four Eastern Orthodox) with a combined 
membership of 26,000,000 are now slated to 
set up the National Council, and three other 


communions with close to 4,000,000 mem- 


bers may decide this fall to join, as an- 


nounced by the Council headquarters, 297 © me 


Fourth Avenue, N. Y. 10, and 13 other de- 


nominations with about 13,000,000 members 


will be related to the Council through one or 
more phases of its work. Requests for de- 
tailed information should be addressed to the 
Council, above address, 


Remedy For Ineffective Preaching 


The article, under the above title, written 
by Joseph T. Larson, Evangelist, 4751 Stuart 
Street, Denver 12, Colo., appeared on page 
564 of The Watchman-Examiner. The sub- 
title is, “Some suggestions for increasing Pul- 
pit Power.” Ask your local Baptist pastor, or 
library for June 8, 1950, issue. 


Religious Books For Laymen 


Catalogs of worthwhile religious books 
should be available for laymen in the Church 
Office, Reading Rooms, or on the pamphlet 
table where denominational literature is dis: 
played. Few realize how meager is the op- 
portunity of the average layman to learn about 
worthwhile religious books. The Expositor 
will forward your request for such catologs 
to reputable publishers without obligation to 
you. ——_— 


_ Baptist Laymen Announce Foreign 
Program for 100-years, 
$102,000,000 a Year 


“Missions Unlimited, Incorporated’’ was 
announced early this year by a group of 
Southern Baptist laymen who met at Dallas, 
Texas, and organized for a Missions program 
in every foreign land, for one hundred years, 
to cost $102,000,000 annually, and they un- 
dertook enlisting the active interest of six 
million members of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, each to pledge $17.00 a year toward 
this program. 

The plan announced setting up a Founda- 
tion to which pledges can be paid annually, 
even after the donor’s death, until the 100- 
year program planned for is carried out. Dur- 
ing the next ten years they_propose to multi- 
ply their present foreign missionary force by 
ten, from 600 to 6,000; recruiting, training 
_and assigning the 5,400 missionaries is planned 

for the first ten years. 


The inspiring and encouraging phase of. 


this announcement is that it is a plan origi- 
nated by laymen, who are sponsoring and 
_ promoting it, with determination “to carry the 
_ Gospel of Jesus Christ to every nation, and 


; tefuse to take ‘No’ for an answer.” 


Could it be possible that this spirit of 
stewardship of men’s lives, regardless of 
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where they may live, is contagious? Coulc 
this zeal and determination be imparted te 
laymen throughout this greatly-blessed anc 
of ours, if we as pastors could lay hold upor 
the secret and impart it to laymen who are 
seeking the answer to our present world 
catastrophies? Jesus sought the answer tc 
such questions in prayer. 


All Nations Mardi-Gras 


Several Church Bulletins announce “All 
Nations Mardi Gras’ as a waking-up to the 
needs of the community, the Church, and the 
Nation, sponsored by the young people. Cos- 
tumes, flags, and evidences of work and crops 
of the various nations are used to promote 
interest. In urban communities, persons who 
have knowledge of lands other than our own 
are invited to tell about family life, customs, 
religious life, folk songs, etc. Of course, 
there are displays of many kinds, everything 
from handwork to cleaning powders, fruits, 
candy, aprons, dishcloths, for sale, to raise 
money for “doing something about our in- 
terest in peopl@s throughout the world.” 


The Preacher’s Voice 


The volume, “The Preacher's Voice,” by 
Prof. W. C. Craig and R. R. Sokolowsky, 
M:D., was published by the Wartburg Press, 
contains 132 pages, and lists at $2.00 or more, 

The book offers common-sense recommenda- 
tions for improving the voice and safe-guard- 
ing it, and this applies to any speaker— 
preacher, lecturer, or teacher. Diagrams, 
photographs and drawings are used to supple- 
ment the text, so the reader may grasp the 
ideas and suggestions readily. The authors 
hold that a preacher should cultivate a good 
voice because he owes it— 


1. To his message 
2. To his congregation 
3. To himself 


Food For Thought Day by Day 


This is the title of a “treasury of religious 
inspiration” assembled by Lena Edwards 
Hutcheson, former professor at Louisiana 
Polytechnic Institute, and the author of a Bible 
commentary. Mrs. Hutcheson wrote “Food 
for Thought Day by Day,” she says, to intro- 
duce greater pleasure and profit into study of 
the Bible in these troubled times. The $2.50 
volume of 234 pages, including index, pub- 


lished by Exposition Press, provides the read- 
er with— 

Memory Verses from the Scriptures 

References to supplement and interpret the 

message of the Memory Verses 

Quotations 
and are related primarily to our daily needs 
for hope, faith, grace, mercy, comfort, for- 
giveness, understanding, righteousness, sorrow, 
affliction, the coming life, gossip, evil speech, 
rewards, pride, and freedom. 

No person could read this book faithfully, 
without developing an abiding faith and trust 
in the love and goodness of God, and a will- 
ingness to follow His guidance in great and 
small things, thus supplanting our present 
sense of fear and uncertainty with the calm 
sense of His Presence, directing our every 
thought, desire, and action. 


The Study of the Bible 


Expositor subscribers, who write for aids in 
Bible Study, will welcome the announcement 
of publication of “Bible History Digest’ by 
Elmer W. K. Mould, Ph.D., Professor of 
Biblical History and Literature, Elmira Col- 
lege, and author of “A Basic Bible Course for 
College Students,” “Essentials of Bible His- 
tory,” “The World-View of Jesus,” and 
“Bible Tests.” 

The volume just published is described as 
“a complete digest of biblical history, written 
in simple, non-pedantic language, presenting 
the facts objectively, to help overcome the 
tampant and appalling biblical illiteracy of 
our time.” Twenty maps and 52 diagrams 
are included. _ 

“The Basic Bible,’ a new translation in a 
vocabulary of 1,000 words, 910 pages, $4.50, 
of which Dr. Ralph W. Sockman says, “You 
mot only put the N. T. within reach of a 
large reading public, but you have clarified 
many passages for the critical,” will be wel- 
comed by thousands who seek to replace the 
ptesent sense of fear and misgiving with a 
wholesome faith and trust in God, our Father, 
Comforter and Guide. 


3 

Preaching . 

“No congregation can or does listen steadily 
for more than a given number of minutes to 
discourse. There must be a pause for the 
dience to catch up with the speaker. Many 
-us are afraid to stop, and say “That’s that. 
Let’s try it. 


see that every word has its head and tail, and 
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“Discover the pleasant tones in your voice; 


the body will take care of itself. Never let an 
abstract noun out loose without a concrete noun 
in attendance to watch over it. Beware of a 
chain of words that mean nothing to you; get 
your thoughts framed in simple, everyday 
words, used by those in the pew; make your 
sentences short. Let us preach about owr sins, 
our needs, our personal conversions; God’s love 
for us, here, today, now. Many preachers de- 
vote long sermons to the sins of people in a 
far city, a distant land. Men and women who 
understand the meaning of the Gospel in their 
own lives will know the afflictions of those in 
distant places. Where six words will do, never 
use sixteen; rather work to frame it in four.— 


W. Russell Maltby. 


The Inadequate Pastor, 
And the Everpresent “Or” 


A pastor could spend 12 hours a day, 7 
days a week, calling on the lost and the un- 
churched. 

OR, he could spend those hours calling in 
the homes of the members, sick and inactive. 

OR, he could spend all his waking hours 
doing organizational work with Sunday School, 
youth groups, meeting with dozens of other 
organizations that comprise a church. 

OR, he may spend his time ministering to 
the troubled, distressed humanity, somehow 
managing to handle the funerals, weddings, — 
and the countless other social obligations that 
come. 

OR, he may spend 12 hours a day in his 
study with great profit to himself and _ his 
church. Denominational activities and meet- 
ings he must work in somewhere. 

So, a pastor, any pastor, must forever remain 
inadequate. He can attempt to cover five great 
fields of endeavor, in part, by devoting about 
20% of his time to each, having each job 
80% undone, hence the inadequate pastor. Any 
pastor must always remain in that category. 

Do not pity the pastor, he is having the best 
time on earth, doing the work he loves, among 
people he loves. He spends 6 nights a week 
from home from choice, to do the work of his 
choice. Inadequate, desperately busy, always 
behind with his work,—the pastor thinks his . 
job is the best on earth, and with the help and 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, the work moves” 
along as God intends it should. If God ~ 
wanted a 100% pastor, He would have made 
one.—Wesley News. 


The number of people who died of heart diseases in ce 


the U. S. from 1933 to 1944 was 4,311,670. 
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“Every plant which my Heavenly Father hath 
not planted shall be rooted up.” Matthew 
i203. 


O* a planet of limited area, occupied by 


two billion people divided into rival 
nations, each seeking more space and 
more goods, we should not wonder at human 
strife. Will the strife wax or wane as the 
years go on? The pessimists say it will in- 
crease, that planetary wars will eventually 
wreck the world, that paralysis of the moral 
sense will let man fall into unimagined sav- 
agety, that men who hate men will gain rule 
over mankind, that pity and kindness will 
cease, that brute force will replace reason, 
and hope will give way to unyielding despair. 
But in spite of the voice of the pessimist, 
we still have grounds for optimism if we be- 
lieve that God created man and breathed into 
him the breath of life which made man a 
living soul. To believe this, is to reject the 
doctrine of total depravity, since nothing can 
be totally depraved in which any part of God 
has a dwelling place. If there is something 
of God in every man we may go about the 
world with optimism appealing to that which 
is of God in every man. Because of this in- 
dwelling of God, we may be led to treat every 
man, woman and child as infinitely precious. 
We cannot despair of that which has God 
in it. 
_ In the story of creation it is written that 
“the earth was without form and void: and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep. And 
the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the 
‘waters.’ Out of that moving of God’s Spirit, 
chaos became order and our earth was 
created. Enormous earthquakes, fierce fires, 
gigantic glaciers, tremendous torrents and 
vomiting volcanoes interacted for ages in the 
shaping of our physical world. If man could 
have looked upon these processes of planet- 
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GROUNDS FOR OPTIMISM 
IN OUR PRESENT WORLD 


MARSHALL WINGFIELD, D.D. 


building, he might have said that the physical 
world was going to pieces. And it was going 
to pieces that it might be rebuilt after a better 
pattern. Out of confusion the Creator pro- 
duced harmony. Out of chaos came the cos- 
mos. And as it was in world-building, so it 
has been and is in man-building. 

We have grounds for optimism if we be- 
lieve that God has not abandoned the world 
which He created. For those who believe in 
the God whom Jesus called Father, God has 
not abandoned His world. He is not an ab- 
sentee God who has made the world as one 
might make and wind a clock, leaving it to 
run down without further attention. The 
universe is not something mechanical, but -is 
alive, and history is purposeful because God 
is in history working out His eternal purpose 
and plan. 

We have grounds for optimism if we be- 
lieve, as Jesus did, that God has a purpose 
for man. To say that men will end as the 
pessimists say he will end, is equivalent to 
saying that the God who made this earth and 
put man on it is Himself without any purpose 
or plan. Since man can purpose and _ plan 
for himself, to say that God has no purpose 
and plan for man, is equivalent to saying that 
the creature is greater than the Creator. 

We have grounds for optimism if we be- 
lieve in the law of gradual progress which 
Jesus proclaimed in His Parable of Growth. 
In that parable, Jesus. said the Kingdom of 
God, the rule of God among men, is: 
“as if a man should cast seed into the ground, and 
should sleep and rise night and day, and seed 
should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. 
For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first 
ees then the ear; after that, the full corn in 


In saying “the earth bringeth forth fruit of 
herself,”” Jesus is saying fruit-bearing is nat. 
ural. The seed and the soil were made f 
each other, just as the eye and the visib 
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world were made for each other, The soul 
of man and the Kingdom of God were made 
for each other. Man is naturally religious, 
and no matter how far man may stray, when 
he “comes to himself,’ he comes home to his 
Father. 

We have grounds for optimism. if we be- 
lieve, as Jesus did, that high truth which he 
embodied in the Parable of the Mustard Seed. 
In that parable Jesus said the Kingdom of 
God, the rule of God will be: 


“like a grain of mustard seed which, when it is 
sown in the earth is less than all the seeds that 
be in the earth: But when it is sown, it groweth 
up and becometh greater than all herbs, and shoot- 
eth out great branches; so that the fowls of the 
air may lodge under the shadow of it.” 


We are victimized by bigness. Jesus taught 
“the infinitude of the little.” The seed of 
God's Kingdom, the word Jesus spoke, had 
_Vitality. Man’s wars would never drown it 
in blood. The fires of man’s hate would never 
consume it. History would keep faith with it, 
and, in some far-off day, poor, wearied human- 
ity would find rest under the spreading 
branches that the little mustard seed had pro- 
duced. 

We have grounds for optimism if we be- 
lieve, as Jesus did, the truth which He gave 
in the Parable of the Leaven. In that par- 
able Jesus said the Kingdom of God, the rule 
of God among men, “is like unto leaven, 
which a woman took, and hid in three meas- 
ures of meal, till it was all leavened.” Leaven 


or yeast is a silent agency and so is the com-~ 


ing of God’s Kingdom. No one overhears 
yeast at work or a seed in the process of 
germination. Leaven, salt and light are 
mighty forces, but each one is silent. Leaven 
is invisible, so is the Kingdom of God. Leaven 
is inward, so is the Kingdom of God. Leaven 
works by contagion, so does the Kingdom of 
God. If you should ever get confused by the 
New Testament’s reference in one place to the 
Kingdom of God in the soul, and in another 
place to the soul in the Kingdom of God, it 
will help you to remember that when a piece 
of iron is in the fire, the fire is also in the 
iron. 

_ We have grounds for optimism when we 
read history. History records many changes 
which seemed for the worse. Lecky says: 


; “In certain aspects, the Roman power compared 


days of Rome. The Spaniard fell below the Aztec 
civilization which he destroyed. But it may be 
found that, while certain particulars were inferior, 
‘on the whole there was gain. Much that was 
beautiful perished, but the ideas by which the race 
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goes forward were re-established. The method by 
which the changes were wrought was costly, but 
change had to be; and the method of peaceful 
change man refused to use. 

“The struggle between Oriental 
civilizations was won by the morally 
Marathon secured for mankind the 
treasures of Athens, the growth of free institu- 
tions, the liberal enlightenment of the Western 
World and* the gradual ascendency for many ages 
of the great principles of European civilization. 
The defeat of Hannibal was a victory for man- 
kind. His triumph would have arrested progress. 
When the Germanic forces prevailed against the 
Roman legions it was the triumph of a vital civil- 
ization over a decadent civilization. In the battle 
between the Crescent and the Cross, the victory of 
Charles Martel rescued the West from the deadly 
grip of Islam. When the storms of God and the 
ships of Elizabeth broke the power of Spain’s 
Armada the progress of the world was reassured.” 


Hegel held that the triumph of the best 
and not the strongest, is the result of every 
war,-and those who win are those whom all 
moral people would wish to win. 

The late historian Charles A. Beard ex- 
pressed true Christian faith when he wrote: 


Grecian 
superior. 
intellectual 


and 


“As I look over the drama of history, I find 
amid the apparent chaos, evidence of law and plan 
and immense achievement of the human spirit in 
spite of disasters. I am convinced that the world 
is not a mere bog in which men and women 
trample themselves in the mire and die. Some- 
thing magnificent is taking place here amid the 
cruelties and tragedies; and the supreme chal- 
lenge to intelligence is the challenge to make the 
noblest and best in our curious heritage to triumph: 
and prevail.” 


There is a Moral Power in the universe 
which allies itself with moral people. This 
Power works ceaselessly for the victory of 
goodness and for the defeat of all that sets 
itself against justice and mercy, pity and love. 
History makes it plain that this Power has 
decreed that right is mightier than atomic 
bombs, robot bombs, hydrogen bombs or any 


other bombs which ruthless man may use to — 


terrify and dominate his kind. : 
More than 3,000 years ago the Hebrews 
suffered unspeakable misery at the hands of a 
tyrant named Sisera, but Sisera went down in 
such a strange sort of way that a Biblical poet 
said: The stars in their courses fought against 
Sisera. The poet sensed an order which is 
still unchanged. ‘Tyrants still fight the stars 


when they exercise tyranny. Wickedness has 


arrayed against it every force of logic, every 


reasoning of philosophy, every note of the — bi 


poet, every voice of the prophet, every ver- 


dict of history and every sentiment of fe-_ “ 


ligion. . 


Those who have spurned and violated the . 


a ‘ds & S- 


rights of man have not one single permanent _ 


gain to their credit. The world that can be 


+ 
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seen and charted is against despotism. The 
unseen and uncharted world is against it. 
Both have ways of working against it which 
are beyond the reach of tyrants. It is not 
mere wishful thinking, therefore, to say that 
in the long run despotism is doomed. 

We need not be afraid of the agitations 
and upheavals of our day. The world is not 
yet finished, Nations and political philoso- 
phies may pass away, but the purpose of God 
abides. That which seems destructive God 
makes constructive. If it seems that every- 
thing is being dissolved, it is being dissolved 
in order that it may be re-moulded after a 
fairer pattern. 

Literature holds no finer illustration of the 
antagonism of the universe to evil than that 
found in Victor Hugo’s comment on the battle 
of Waterloo. ‘Was it possible for Napoleon 
to win the battle? No. Why? Not on ac- 
count of Wellington, and not on account of 
Blucher, but on account of God. Bonaparte 
a victor at Waterloo did not harmonize with 


a law of the universe which was preparing an 
order in which Napoleon had no place. The 
ill-will of events had been already displayed. 
It was time for this vast man to fall. His 
weight in human destiny had disturbed the 
balance. This lone individual had become of 
more account than the universal group. The 
world’s human vitality mounting to one man’s 
brain would be mortal to civilization. The 
moment had arrived for the Incorruptible Su- 
preme Equity of the universe to act. The 
principles on which depend the regular gravi- 
tations of the moral order had complained. 
Streaming blood, overcrowded graveyards, and 
mothers in tears are pleaders that stir Infinity. 
When earth suffers from an excessive burden, 
Infinitude hears her groans. It was in In- 
finitude that Napoleon had been denounced 
and his fall decreed. Waterloo was not mere- 


ly a battle: it was a trend of the universe.” 


It is on that trend of the universe that our 
hearts may rest, for the trend is of God. 
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A MAN WHO TALKED TO HIS SOUL 


CLARENCE E. MACARTNEY 


Text: Luke 12:19—"I will say to my Soul.” 


HIS is the only man that Christ called 

a fool. He would not permit men to 

use that epithet. But when He uses it, 
it is worth our while to stop and ask just 
why this man was a fool. 

Christ was preaching on the street one day, 
and as He spoke of mercy and judgment and 
hyprocrisy, and how all hidden things would 
- be revealed, there was one man who was list- 
ening intently, but who applied the sermon, 
not to himself, but to his brother whom he 
thought had wronged him. “Here,” he said 


to himself, ‘is the man who will compel my 


brother to deal fairly with me.” If all 


_ thoughts in a congregation could suddenly 


become vocal as the preacher is speaking, 
there would be some strange interruptions. 


rich man, but lest any for that reason should 
dismiss the sermon as not applying to him, 
let it be remembered that although the ser- 
mon was about a rich man it was preached fo 
a poor man. It declares the foolishness of 
poverty towards God, and of confusing things 
with the soul, and this life with Eternal Life. 


Why He Was Not a Fool 


Many would not have termed this man a 
fool. In the first place, he was a successful 
farmer, the most useful and the most neces- 
sary citizen any country can have. ““The ground 
of a certain rich man,” Christ said, “brought 
forth plentifully.” There is no more necessary 
and no fairer spectacle than that, well culti-— 
vated and fruitful farm. What a sight it is 
on one of these autumn days! The neat farm- © 
house of brick or frame, with maple trees or 


This man spoke what was in his mind, and, —. lini : a 
interrupting Christ, said. to him, “Speak to tad os Ae pepe Nene. ae 
As my brother that he divide the inheritance ene t es cee and outhouses well-kept and | 
Se eas Panis goldenrod and the blue aster ing 
Len j ; : e meadows where the brook murmurs past _ 
___», The answer of Christ, the form of it, shows the witlow trees; the gtain and the hay pro-— 
deep indignation: “Man, who made me a : ; 

: wie truding from the lofts of the barns or stacked 
judge or a divider over you?” The powerful in the fields: the orchards besinni blus 
tale which Christ told was preached about a panne ritemtgrie yeaa carec A 
B.* with the autumn fruit; the stock grazing in 
___ First Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania the fields. There is America at her best! — 
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If this man was rich, it was through his 
wn energy, early rising, hard labor, judgment 
nd forethought. It is God who gives the 
ondition of the harvest, the soil, the wind, 
he rain, the sunshine. But God never makes 
Orn or wheat grow where it has not been 
vlanted, and the fruits never gather them- 
elves into the barns of their own accord. 
This man had labored hard. He is an example 
yf the best farm remedy, about which we 
vear so much today. 

He saved his money, which was a wise thing 
0 do. He laid up his goods and planned for 
xpansion by tearing his barns down and 
suilding more commodious ones. For all 
hese reasons this man was no fool, but a 
shrewd, hard-working, successful farmer. And 
yet he is handed down from age to age as 
he man to whom Christ said, and the only 
nan to whom He said it, ““Thou fool!”’ 


Why This Man Was a Fool 


He was a fool because he left God out. 
There was no recognition of God, no sign of 
sfatitude to God Who had blessed him with 
uis bounty. God, as Paul said, ‘left not Him- 
self without a witness, in that He did good 
umd gave us rain from heaven and fruitful 
seasons, filling our hearts with food and glad- 
ress.” Every sunrise and every sunset pre- 
sented to this man’s eyes an illuminated Bible 
which spoke of God. Every star that came 
mut at night showed His handiwork. Every 
wind that blew over the fields whispered of 
sod. Every vine that blushed with the grapes, 
every tree that bowed its head with the bur- 
lent of its fruit spoke of the beneficent Cre- 
itor. But this man thought nothing about 
hat. Listen to him talk: “My fruit;” “My 
zoods;” “My soul.” God was not in all his 
hought. The Psalmist defines the fool as 
he man who says in his heart, “There is no 
sod.”” That seems to have been the case with 
his man. Whether he kept up forms of re- 
igion or not, we do not know. What we 
snow is that he was a practical atheist. That 
s the great peril of this day, the increasing 
endency to leave God out of the heart, out 
of the home, out of the business, out of the 
nation. But an abandoned and forsaken God 
ilways knows how to justify Himself. Still 
stands that ancient truth, “Except the Lord 
the house, they labor in vain that build 
tea sd 
This man was a fool because he left out 
fellowman. There is not a thought or a 
1ention of the sick or the needy. This man 
as not a dishonest man, nor a dissolute man, 
in the ordinary sense of the word, a 
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THE TEAKWOOD PULPIT 
AND OTHER STORIES FOR 
JUNIOR WORSHIP 


ALICE GEER KELSEY. 34 brief, vivid stories 
—based on the Bible, biography, and folk- 
lore—presenting religious truths in concrete, 
easily understandable form. A rich variety 
of worship materials for teacher, parent,and 
worship leader. $1.75 


PATTERNS FOR DEVOTION 


GLADYS C. MURRELL. 27 worship services 
centering around appealing, easy-to-tell 
stories—designed to meet the particular 
needs of women’s groups. Each is complete 
with prayer, poetry, hymns, scripture. $1.25 


YOUTH PROGRAMS FOR 
SPECIAL OCCASIONS 


RUTH SCHROEDER. 35 fresh, usable worship 
programs — each with prelude, call to 
worship, prayer, hymns, scripture, and story 
—conveniently arranged in four groups: for 
Special Seasons, Special Events, Outdoor 
Programs, dnd Candlelight Programs. $2.50 


At Your Bookstore 
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cruel man. But like the other rich man of 
whom Christ spoke, he let the poor and the 
needy strictly alone. Had the fool, this man 
who wanted to be merry, only known it, he 
would have found true merriment and happi- 
ness in using some of that wealth for others. 
But he said to himself, ‘Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years.” 

For a man like that, money is a dangerous 
thing to possess, because, as Bacon put it in 
his Essay, “He does not possess wealth, but 
his wealth possesseth him.” 

Once more, this man was a fool, because he 
left out his soul. But did he not talk with 
his soul? Did he not say, “My soul, take 
thine ease?” Yes. But that was the tragedy 
of it! He treated his soul as if it were just 
a thing of enjoyment. He talked to his soul 
as if his soul were his body, This happened 
a long time ago; but it is still the common 
temptation, and, alas, in many cases, the com- 
mon fate. So many. who have no sky line, 
no soul life; living only for clothes, parties, 
shows, week ends, horses, sports, automobiles. 
Life for them is made up of “things,” while 
the soul, made for God, is starved. 

When such men or women pass out of 
life, or even before, men say, he or she is 
“worth” so much. But the recording angel 
looks at the soul and makes his entry, and 
there is a ghastly contrast. I chanced to 
overhear two American business men speak 
of a friend or classmate in the long ago at 
Princeton. He happened to be one of the 
most distinguished Christians of our day. 
“How much do you think he is worth?” one 
said to the other. “I don’t think he is worth 
anything,” the other replied. From the stand- 
point of things, he was probably not far 
from the truth; but when it came to the soul, 
when it came to relationship with God, and 
to doing good towards his fellowmen, the 
man was rich indeed! 

An altogether different verdict, and yet 
spoken of a worldly, rich man by another 
worldly man, was this, “He left four million 
dollars, but he was not worth a og 

Tolstoi has a powerful tale of a young Rus- 
sian who fell heir to his father’s small farm. 
He was no sooner in possession of this land 
than he began to dream eagerly of how he 
could add to it. One morning a stranger, 
evidently a person of power and authority, 
came to him and told him, as they were stand- 
_ ing near the old homestead, that he could 
have for nothing all the land he could walk 
over in one day; but at sundown he must be 
back at the very place from which he started. 
Pointing to the grave of the young man’s 
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father, the stranger said, “This is the pot 
to which you must return.” 

The youth looked eagerly over the ft 
fields in the distance, and, throwing off I 
coat, and without waiting to say a word 
his wife and children, started off across tl 
fields. His first plan was to cover a tract | 
ground six miles square; but when he hi 
walked the six he decided to make it nin 
and then twelve, and then fifteen, whi 
would give him sixty miles to walk befo 
sundown. By noon he had covered two sid 
of the square, or thirty miles. But eager — 
get on and compass the whole distance, | 
did not stop for food. An hour later he sa 
an old man drinking at a spring, but in h 
hunger for land he brushed aside the ce 
which the old man offered him and rushed ¢ 
in his eager quest for possession of land. 

When he was a few miles from the goa 
he was worn down with fatigue. A few hu 
dred yards from the line, he saw the su 
approaching the horizon and knew that he ha 
but a few minutes left. Hurrying on, an 
ready to faint, he summoned all his energi 
for one last effort and managed to stagge 
across the line just as the sun was sinkin; 
But as he crossed the line, he saw a crue 
cynical smile on the face of the stranger wh 
had promised him the land, and who we 
waiting for him there at his father’s grav 
Just as he crossed the line, the master an 
possessor, he thought, of fifteen square mile 
of rich land, he fell dead. The stranger the 
said to the servants, “I offered him all th 
land he could cover. Now you see what thi 
is—six feet long by two feet wide; and 
thought he would like to have the land clos 
to his father’s grave, than to have it anywher 
else.’ With that the stranger, who was Death 
vanished, saying as he did so, “I have ke 
my pledge.” ‘Whose shall these things be?” 

This man was a fool because he counte 
on time; and time betrayed him. Time al 
ways betrays the man who counts on _ het 
This man remembered his good family line 
the age to which his parents and grandparent 
and great-grandparents had lived; he reflecte 
that he had never been a dissipated man, an 
so came to the conclusion that he had man 
years before him. He was probably a ma 
in the fifties, or early sixties. He said t 
himself, “I ought to be good for twenty, pet 
haps twenty-five years.” But that night Go 
said to him, “This night thy soul shall b 
required of thee.” “Lord,” he said, “give m 
more time. I have toiled hard and labore 
all my life to get where I am now. Now 
me a few years in which to enjoy myself. 


The Expos 


me at least twenty years.’ But God said, 
No; not twenty years.” “Then give me fif- 
teen years.’ But God said, “No; not fifteen 


years.’ “Then give me five years.’ ‘No; not 
five years.” “Then give me one year.” ‘No; 


mot one year. “Then give me six months.” 
No; not six months.” ‘Then give me one 
month.” “‘No; not one month.” “Then give 


me three weeks.” ‘No: not three weeks.” 
“Then give me one week.’ ‘No; not one 


week.” “Then give me one day.” “No; not 
one day. This night thy soul shall be required 
of thee.” 

The man was a fool, last of all, because he 
left out Eternity. He was living for time only, 
and very poorly at that, even if time had been 
all. Because he left out eternity there was a 
certain logic in what he said to his soul. “Eat, 
drink and be merry.” St Paul said that would 
be a good course to follow /f there was no 
Resurrection, 7f this life were all. ‘Eat and 
drink,” he said, “for tomorrow we die.’ But 
man) said, “If.” That is: a mighty “IF.” 
This man lived as if there were no /f about 
it, as though the whole question of life after 
death had been completely dismissed. He 
said to his soul—and it is still my that he 
uses—'‘My soul, thou hast much goods laid 
up for many years. Now, let us sit down and 
take it easy. You've earned a good vacation. 
Eat, drink and be merry. Now, today, tomor- 
tow, and for many years.’ ‘But’—and here 
is one of the tremendous climaxes of the 
Bible—but God said, “Thou fool, this night 
thy soul shall be required of thee. Then whose 
shall these things be which thou hast pro- 
vided?” There he lies, stone dead! There 
are his bulging coffers, and yonder his burst- 
ing barns, and there his gleaned fields, bright 
in the October sunshine. He is separated from 
them forever. “These things!” 

The man put up a few years at the most 
against Eternity and lost. He had to leave 
his things behind him. The Italians have a 
biting proverb, “Our last robe is made with- 
out a pocket.” 

Christ told us what this man said to his 
soul. May we indulge our imagination for a 
moment and think of what that man’s soul 
said to that man? He might well have said 
to him something like this: “Man, all my 
earthly life you have cheated me, wronged 
me, starved me. You have chained me to 
e lusts and bodily desires. You have 
treated me as if I were your mouth, or your 
stomach. You have compelled me to join in 
four eating and drinking and making merry, 
ind have refused to let me commune with 
reaven. You have shamed me and stained me 
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FOR YOUR 
RURAL CHURCH 


The bulletins listed below will be of help to 
all rural ministers and their congregations. They 
are publications of the Department of the Rural 
Church, Drew Theological Seminary. 
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THE HOME OF THE RURAL PASTOR 


A study of 1171 parsonages. Contains sugges- 
tions for improving parsonages, also plans for 
new ones. 70 photographs. 112 pp. 
( ) 1 copy 40c, ( ) 3 copies $1. 


MEN WORKING 


Discusses 60 different kinds of work laymen 
are now doing to improve their church prop- 
erty. 72 pp. 58 photographs. ( ) 1 copy 30c, 
(_) 4 copies $1. 


THE CHURCH AND THE LAND 


A study of 412 families showing the relation 
of Land Ownership, Soil Conservation, the 
Standard of Living and Church Activities. 
44 pp. ( ) 1 copy 25c, (_ ) 5 copies $1. 


THESE MY BRETHREN 
A study of 1542 Negro families and 570 


Negro churches in the rural south. 104 pp. 
( ) 1 copy 40c, ( ) 3 copies $1. 


ONE FOOT ON THE LAND 


Stories of 16 successful Rural Churches. 96 pp. 
( ) 1 copy 30c, ( ) 4 copies $1. 


NEW MINISTERS 


A study of 1978 ministerial students. Helpful 
to pastors and Sunday school teachers in enlist- 
ing young men for the ministry. 32 pp. 
( )Acopyt5G .( )ielOcopies $1- 


COOPERATIVE CHURCHES 


A study of 635 experiments in church coopera- 
tion. 76 pp. ( )1 copy 25c,(_) 5 copies $1. 


THE ART OF CHURCH COOPERATION 


The Group Ministry, the Larger Parish, the 
Allocated Field, Mutual Exchange of Churches 
and the Federated Church. 64 pp. (_ )1 copy 
30c, ( ) 5 copies $1. : 
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These bulletins may be ordered at the prices 
listed from the Rural Church Department, Drew 
University, Madison, New Jersey. Check in 
the parentheses (X) the bulletins desired. Cut 
out and send with stamps, postal order or 
check. Be sure to include your name and address. 
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and degraded me. You have made me live in 
barns, in stalls, in clothes and money boxes. 
Now, fool, I must share thy doom. Farewell! 
We shall meet before the Judgment Seat of 
God.” 

How will your soul talk to you? Will it 
talk to you as this soul talked to that man 
who was rich towards this world, but poor 
towards God; poor in kindness, poor in righte- 
ousness, poor in good deeds, poor in love, 
and faith, and hope? 


Things That Count~ 


Not what we have, but what we use, 

Not what we see, but, what we choose— 
These are the things that mar or bless 
The sum of happiness. 


The things near by, not things afar, 
Not what we seem, but what we are— 

. These are the things that make or break, 
That give the heart its joy or ache. 


Not what seems fair, but what is true. 

Not what we dream, but good we do— 
These are the things, that shine like gems, | 
Like stars in fortune’s diadems. 


Not as we take, but as we give, 

Not as we pray, but as we live— 

These are the things that make for peace, 
Both now and after time shall cease. 


OF SALVATION 
THE PRIMACY 


M. E. DODD, D.D. 


Text: Matt. 6:33. 


HERE are some things that have primary 

value because of their character, of their 

cost; because of their usefulness, and be- 
cause of their permanency. Salvation is the 
most prominent of these. The Lord Jesus 
Christ said, as recorded in Matthew 6:33, 
“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness.” 

We are called upon to put first things first. 
First among men the Lord Jesus Christ, first 
among books the Bible — God’s Holy Word, 
first among days the Lord’s Day—God’s sacred 
Day of Rest set apart for man’s good in public 
worship; first among dollars God’s tithe dol- 
lar; and the first among institutions the 
Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Putting first things first, would mean put- 
ting each one of these in its proper place, and 
certainly among all human experiences the first 
and most important thing is the salvation of 
the soul. It is of the first moment. : 

The soul is the most precious thing that 
God has created. But it has been ruined by 
sin. It has been stolen by Satan; it has been 
marred by evil; it has been killed by the devil. 
But God thas made provisions for the salva- 
tion of man’s soul. 

The value of the soul is indicated by the 
personality worth of an individual. Jesus said, 
“Is mot your life worth more than animals? 
Are you not worth more than the birds? Are 
you not worth more than the flowers?” 

A suicide says, “I do not deserve to live.” 
But Jesus says every man deserves to live. 
Human life is more valuable than any other 
object in God’s universe. Take the soul out 
of the body and all else fades and falls into 
utter insignificance, The body without the 
soul is only 98 centsworth of chemicals. — 

The value of the human soul is indicated 
also by the worth of one individual. One in- 
dividual is set above all property value by 
Jesus. “What shall it profit a man to gain 
the whole world and lose his soul?” During 
the great depression some years ago it s 
revealed how poor some Christians ate with: 
out theit money. One very vital question is, 
What are you worth to God without your 
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money? What would your money be worth 
to God without you? What are you and your 
money together worth to God? What is prop- 
erty without personality anyhow? The world 
fades and passes away but the soul lives for- 
ever. The soul shall never die. 

The worth of a soul is indicated by what 
Christ did to save it from sin and eternal 
death. He died on the Cross. He gave the 
greatest gift that any one can give to that of 
his own life. He poured out his life in the 
last full measure of sacrificial devotion to 
save man’s soul from the penalty of sin. We 
have to stand at Calvary to really discover the 
worth of a human soul. I can never forget 
the first time I visited Calvary. There I re- 
enacted in my imagination the scene of the 
nails driven into His hands and the spear into 
His side. I saw Him lift up the cross until it 
dropped into the socket with a thud. I saw 
Him hang there under the blistering rays of 
that burning Syrian sun. I asked myself the 
question: “Why such a sacrifice and such suf- 
fering?” The answer came back from the 
heart of God, “Because I so loved the world 
that I gave my only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.’ And then it ccame from 
Him, “Greater love hath no man than this, 
that he lay down his life for his friend.” 

But Jesus laid down His life for His ene- 
mies. Surely this is a great estimate of the 
value of the human soul, and of the need of 
that soul for salvation. A woman was seen 
on the street dressed in the garments of a 
wealthy and cultured woman. Her sleeves 
were rolled up above her elbows, she was on 
her knees in the dirt of the street, reaching 
into the filth of the open sewer, feeling 
around for something. Someone asked her, 
“Lady, what are you searching for in that 
fth?” She said, “I have just dropped my 
diamond, my greatest and most precious dia- 
mond.” ©, if a woman thought enough of 
her diamond to thrust her hand into the gutter 
to recover it, how much was the value placed 
upon a soul when God thought enough of 
human souls to send His Son from Heaven 
down into the filth and slime and wickedness 
and crime and sorrow and suffering of hu- 
i to die on the cross to save man from 
in? 

The value of a soul and its salvation is indi- 
ed by the Bible emphasis upon it. The 
whole concern of the Bible is the salvation of 
aan. From the beginning of Genesis to the 
end of the Revelation it is Salvation. : 

The Bible speaks of the God of Salvation, 
1e Rock of Salvation, the Tower of Salva- 
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tion, the Garments of Salvation, the Cup of 
Salvation. the Helmet of Salvation, the 
Chariots of Salvation, the Token of Salvation, 
the Strength of Salvation, the Sufficiency of 
Salvation, the Confession of Salvation, the 
Grace of Salvation, the Joy of Salvation. 
And in the New Testament, the supreme 
note in every book is Salvation. In Matthew 
it is the Primacy of Salvation. In Mark it is 
the Means of Salvation. In Luke it is the 
Man of Salvation. In John it is the God of 
Salvation. In Acts it is the Way of Salvation. 
In Romans it is the Power of Salvation. In 
Corinthians it is the Wisdom of Salvation. 
In Galatians it is the Grace of Salvation. And 
in Ephesians again it is the Grace of Salva- 
tion. And on through all the other Epistles 
to the end of the Book of the Revelation 
where the universal choirs of men and angels 
break forth into one grand Hallelujah Chorus, 
“Salvation to our God, Who sitteth upon the 
' Throne and unto the Lamb.” f 
Salvation is of primary value to the indi- 
vidual, because it will mean more to him than 
any other blessing that can come into his life. 
Salvation is of primary importance to God, 


because He thought it out, He planned it, He | 


programmed it, and if’ man misses Salvation, 
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God’s plan and program for man has been 
broken. 

Salvation is of primary value to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, because it cost Him more than 
it did anybody else in the world. 

Salvation is of primary importance to the 
Church, because the Church is a band of be- 
lievers who have been saved by the death of 
Christ on the cross, baptized and united for 
the glory of God in the community where it 
exists, and for the extension of His Gospel 
to the ends of the earth. Without saved men 
and women to join the Church, there 
would be no Gospel to preach, there would be 
none to take the Gospel to others, and there 
would be no way of man knowing how to be 
saved. 

Salvation is of primary importance to soci- 
ety at large, because a saved man, a fe 
deemed man, a Christian man, if you please, 
is worth more to society than a lost man. 
He is worth more to his family as a father, 
as a husband, as a provider, for his family. 
Those who are lost, the drunkards and the 
gamblers and the wicked do not provide for 
their families. They are not the kind of hus- 
bands and fathers that are the best. Society 
benefits by man being saved, by his being 
honest in business and honest in work. If 
he is an employee he gives a full day’s ser- 
vice for a full day's wage. And if he is an 
employer, he gives a full day’s wage for a 
full day’s service. 

Saved men and women are worth more to 
each other and more to society at large than 
if they were not saved, and saved men and 
women are worth more in human service for 
the poor and needy and the distressed and the 
outcast. Records reveal that ninety-five per 
cent of all benevolent giving is by saved men 
and women. They give all that is given to the 
Church. They give ninety-five per cent of all 
that is given to organizations for benevolent 
purposes, and they pass all the laws for the 
government to give support to people who 
are in need. | 

Without saved men and women, without 
salvation, the fountains of charity and be- 
nevolence and human service would dry up in 
the world within one generation. The primacy 
of Salvation is clear. Do not miss it for your: 
self, for your family, and for your friend: 
and neighbors. With all your GETTING. 
get salvation. With all your services te 
others, show them how to be SAVED. 2 


If sufficient attention is paid to truth and sous 
ness, beauty will take cate of itself—Evic Gill 
English Artist. ; x 


TLLUSTRATIONS 


First Things First 

Text: Matthew 6:33. “But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and His righteousness: 
and all these things shall be added unto 
you.” 

There is a story told about one of the great 
meat-packers in the Northwest. A man was 
‘ntroduced to this meat-packer who did not 
quite understand who he was, and so he 
asked him, ‘What is your business?” The 
meat-packer* made answer, with modest face, 
‘Tam a Christian, Sir! That is my business.” 

The man questioning him got red in the 
face and said, “You do not understand me. 
What is your daily work? What is your main 
concern?” And the meat-packer answered, 
with his own face getting red because he was 
a modest and humble man: ‘My business, 
sit, is to be a Christian, but I pack meat, sir, 
to pay the expenses.” 

Our business in this world and life of ours 
is to be the right kind of friends for Christ. 
That is our one supreme task. 


Good and Bad 


Text: Romans 7:19. “For the good that I 
would I do not: but the evil which I would 
not, that I do.” 

When Charles Spurgeon was being shown 
through the library of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, once he stopped to admire a bust of 
Byron. The librarian said to him, “Stand 
here, sir, and look at it.” Spurgeon took the 
position indicated and looking upon the bust, 
remarked, “What an intellectual countenance! 
What a grand genius.” 

“Come now,” said the librarian, “and look 
at it from this side.’’ Spurgeon changed his 
position and, looking on the statue from that 
viewpoint, exclaimed, “What a demon! There 


stands a man who could defy the Deity!” 


He asked the librarian if the sculptor had 
secured the effect designedly. “Yes,” he re- 
plied, “he wished to picture the two charac- 
‘ers, the two persons—the great, the grand, 
he almost: super-genius that he possessed, and 
yet the enormous mass of sin that was in his 
soul.” 

What the sculptor described about Byron’s 
haracter in this bust he could also do for all 
us, for there is in everyone’s personality 
h good and evil. We have, so to speak, 
_dual personality—on the one side it is good, 
yn the other it is bad. ‘ 
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$9.50 
Thumb-Indexed 
Edition $10.75 


THE Compiler 


~ CONCORDANCE 


The name “Strong’s” Concordance is as 
significant as the term “Sterling” ap- 
plied to silver. Here is the standard ref- 
erence work—an unfailing authority! 


STRONG'S Exhaustive 
Concordance of the BIBLE 


To possess Strong’s Exhaustive Concord- 
ance of the Bible is to own a Bible Li- 
brary in a single volume. The 1,809 
pages comprise the equivalent of four 


books. First, the Main Concordance, - 


containing in alphabetical order every 
word in the Bible and every passage in 
which that word appears. Then, there 
is a Comparative Concordance of the 
Authorized and Revised versions, in- 
cluding certain American variations. 
This is followed by a concise Hebrew 
and Chaldee Dictionary, with pronun- 
ciation clearly indicated. And, finally, 
a Greek Dictionary of the New Testa- 
ment. 

All this wealth of material, to which 
a hundred scholars gave a lifetime of 
effort, may now be yours, to treasure 
and to use, for only $9.50 (or thumb- 
indexed for your convenience, just 


$10.75). 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY 


Please Send Me: 


___Strong’s Concordance [] $9.50 
O $10.75 


Name 
Address 


City, ee State 


Enclosed —- 
If Sales Tax applies in your state, 
please add necessary amount. 


Chancel Alterations — Pews 
Altars— Altar Rails 
Church Woodwork 


Ossit CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 


Since 1867s ANESVILLE, WISCONSIN 


Silted Souls 


Text: Genesis 13:12b. “Lot dwelt in the 
cities of the Plain, and moved his tent as 
far as Sodom.” 


Some years ago there were excavated in 
Northern Africa the noble ruins of a once 
great city. Its name was Leptis Magna, and 
it was the birthplace of the Emperor Sep- 
timius Severus. For a time it was an im- 
portant center of Roman power on the African 
coast, and a port from which the galleys went 
to other harbors near and far. At length the 
city vanished from the earth; and its destruc- 
tion was ot due ‘to fire or to flood, to earth- 
quake or to any catastrophe. It was mot due 
to invasion or to war. It was due simply to 
the fact that its harbor was allowed to be 
blocked with silt, so that its commerce with 
the great world was destroyed. Little by little 
then, its people abandoned it, and as the 
years went by the sands of the desert drifted 
in and buried it from sight. 

There are human souls which may be like 


that city. If the gateways of our imagination 


and sympathy are silted up, so that we have 
no vital contact any more with the great world 
of human needs which God means us to be 
in touch with, then gradually the desert sands 


of dryness and desolation drift in to bury ot 
souls. Only as our harbors are open to tk 
sea, and as long as the vessels of our desire 
are not dropping anchor in our own lan 
locked concerns, but going on adventures 4 
wide as life itself, can we inherit life eterna 


With or Without Wings 


Text: Isaiah 40:31. “But they that wait fe 
the Lord shall renew their strength; the 
shall mount up with wings as eagles; the 
shall run, and not be weary; they shai 
walk, and not faint.” 


One day I stopped to watch some youn, 
ants coming up out of the ground. The 
spread their silvery wings in the sunlight a 
if they were made for the sky and the uppe 
air. But before I could be thrilled over thet 
beautiful destiny, they seemed to say to them 
selves, “Business is business, I cannot wast 
my time developing and using my wings.” Si 
they laid them quickly aside and went to th 
practical business of crawling. 

Schiller, the German author, tells this story 
Once the birds had no wings. They merel 
walked about in the dust having no commerc 
with the sky at all. Then one day the Lor 
threw wings at their feet.and commanded then 
to pick them up and carry them for His sake 
At first it seemed very hard. They though 
they were going to have a heavy handicap 
But in obedience they held the wings close t 
their sides, and the wings grew. At last wha 
they had once thought would be only a ham 
pering weight lifted them into the heights. 

We can take the way of the ants or the 
birds. As we seek for ourselves we close th 
door on the really worthwhile things in life 
the things of Christ; we lose our wings. A: 
we give ourselves we find the door openin; 
ever wider to the ways of security, freedom 
and sustenance; we are-able to mount up witl 
wings as eagles. 


Jesus Only~ | 


Text: Matthew 17:8. "And when they hac 
lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, sav 
Jesus only.” 


Thorwaldsen, the great Danish sculptor, ha: 
a wonderful statue of Christ called ‘Com 
Unto Me.” EE. Stanley Jones, Methodis 
missionary and preacher, tells of his experi 
ence in Copenhagen, Denmark, when he wen 
to see this statue of Christ. At first he ad 
mired it from afar off. But it wasn’t satis 
factory. He tried many positions of viewin; 


the statue, until finally a passerby advised him, 
“Sit, you can’t really see His face until you 
get up close and bend the knee.” “If you 
want to see His face, you must get on your 
knees.” 

That is good advice for us all. That's the 
secret of “seeing” Jesus. “I ask no other sun- 
shine than the sunshine of His face,’ says 
the beloved hymn. 


The Word of God 


Text: Psalm 119:11. “Thy word have I hid 
in mine heart, that I might not sin against 
Thee.” 


About the middle of the last century there 


was no singer better known in this country 
or abroad than Jenny Lind, “the Swedish 
Nightingale.’’ She possessed a voice of rare 
brilliance and sympathetic quality, and her ap- 
pearance in opera and on the concert plat- 
form created extraordinary enthusiasm. She 
was sweet as her voice and pure as her song. 
She was a public sensation and her name was 
on every tongue. 

But at the height of her career in 1870 
she suddenly retired from her work. No one 
could understand her action and the world 
wondered. One day a reporter called at her 
home and put the oft-repeated question to her. 
“Why did you retire from the theater when 
the world was at your feet?’ As the ques- 
tion was put to her, she was sitting by an 
open window with a Bible on her knee, and 
gazing out toward the setting sun, answered 
quietly: ‘“When every day it made me think 
less and less of this,’ and she laid 
her hand on the Bible, ‘‘and nothing at all of 
that,” and she pointed to the glowing sunset, 
“what else could I do?” 

The great singer knew the “things by which 
men live, and wholly therein is the life of the 
spirit.” 


Ignorance Makes Trouble 
Text: Amos 3:3. “Can two walk together, 
except they be agreed?” : 


Samuel Smiles told a story that illustrates 
how we need a closer, a more kindly and a 
more understanding interest in our fellowmen, 


order to recognize him as our brother, © 


actuated by quite the same motives and aspir- 
ations as ourselves. 

When Samuel Smiles was a boy, living in 
he highlands of Scotland, he said he arose 
1e morning with the dawn, as he often did, 


ook his gun and started for a morning hunt 
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NURSERY thru ADULT 


New interest is shown, greater attend- 
ance is gained, and the Bible is used, 
when schools begin teaching STAND- 
ARD Graded or Uniform lessons. Ex- 
amine Standard lesson quarterlies— 
weekly papers—home magazine. They 
are all true to the Bible, attractive, 
interesting, and reasonably priced. 
Write for Uniform or Graded samples 
for your department. 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 
20 E. Central Parkway, Cincinnati 10, Ohio 
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in the hills. A dense fog hung low over the 
surrounding peaks. Across a narrow canyon 
in the fog, he saw a moving hideous monster, 
something entirely strange and foreign to 
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802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 
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and we will submit quotations 
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Fine materials, beautiful 
work, pleasingly low prices. 
Catalog, samples on request. 
State your needs, name of (¢ 
Church. DeMoulin Bros. 

- 1153 S. 4th Street, 
Greenville, Illinois. 
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provided by the Interdenominational Bureau of 
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northern. Scotland. His first impulse was | 
use his gun; but the shifting fog for a mome: 
concealed this hideous monster from his vie 
At times as the fog shifted, it almost took ¢ 
the form of a huge man. As he continue 
his approach, he saw that it was manlike ; 
form. As he came ‘still closer, he discerne 
that it really was a man, armed as he we 
with a gun. As he came near, face to fac 
he discovered that it was his own brothe 
who had risen before him, and was engage 
in the same morning pursuit as himself. 

It was not what Samuel Smiles saw_ thi 
brought him to the verge of disaster. It we 
what he did not see and what he did ne 
know. Similarly it is what we do not kno 
that can place us in dangerous situations. 


Right Is Right 


I know that right is right, 
That it is not good to lie. 

That love is better than spite, 
And a neighbor than a spy. 


In the darkest night of the year, 
When the stars have all gone out, 

That courage is better than fear, 
That faith is truer than doubt. 


And that somewhere beyond the 
Is a love that is better than fate; 

When the night unlocks her bars 
I shall see Him, and I will wait. 
—Weashington Gladden 


stars 


Columbia to Expand 
Courses in Religion 

Columbia University will offer, beginning it 
the fall of 1950, ‘‘the most extensive curricu 
lum of courses in religion yet presented fo: 
under-graduate instruction by any institution ir 
America”, according to an announcement oi 
eatly April. Thirty-six courses, to be taugh 
by “outstanding scholar representatives of eack 
of the major faiths.” 


Automatic Coal Feed 


Pastors of churches where the foundatior 
section (basement) is being used for Fellow. 
ship Meetings, Kitchen and Dining Halls 
Sunday School classes, Nursery, — all parist 
needs, will welcome the information that “any 
type of basement can now have automatic coa 
heating, due to the universal joint developec 
in the coal-flow stoker, which permits in 
stallation regardless of coal bin location. The 
flow of coal can turn corners, change levels, 
or by-pass obstructions in the direct feed from 
bin to furnace.” Ask your local furnace deales 
for information regarding the equipment, and 
cost of installation. >= 


EXPOSITOR SUBSCRIBERS ARE BOOK MEN 


q 

From EXPOSITOR Book Reviews they select books 
for their personal libraries, their Church libraries, 
h their Sunday School libraries, their parish Educa- 
tional Department, their Study Groups and 
Special Classes. Hence these BOOK REVIEWS 
§ render a vital service, monthly, to Ministers, 
4 Parishioners and Publishers, highly esteemed for 
b 


over half a century by all three. 
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COMMUNISM’S CHALLENGE TO CHRISTIANITY by 
Arthur Voobus. Chicago Lutheran Theological Seminary. 
988 pp. $1.20. 


If there is any doubt in the mind of Mr. John Doe 
that Communism is a synonym for a Sunday School 
picnic, he ought to read this little book by one who 
has lived with, suffered under, and fled from this 
diabolical way of life. The author, a refugee from a 
Russia-satellite country, does not mince words in this 
eye-witness account of the evil blight sweeping over 
the world under the name of Communism. His story 
is not pleasant reading. It is not unbiased narra- 
tive, by any means, but it is hardly to be expected 
that one who has felt the cruel blows of tyranny and 
treachery will speak kindly of the powers and princi- 
palities which perpetrated them. Notwithstanding the 
bias, the author brings to focus the insidious nature 
of today's atheistic, inhumane Marxian Communism. 
He writes with force and insight, and we can 
well understand his yehement seorn and bitter casti- 
gation. 

He divides his story into eight parts, the first four 
chapters dealing essentially with Communistic action 
in Esthonia during the past decade. In the latter 
half of the book he attempts to analyze the failure 
of Protestant Christians to cope adequately with this 
dread foe of reason, order, and justice, and outlines 
the tasks of the Christian Church if the challenge of 
‘Communism is to be met. 

The book is in essence a source-book on the evils 
of Communism. It will serve to stimulate thinking on 
‘the part of Christian people. It ought to prevail as a 
‘persistent prod to our conscience until we have up- 
‘rooted this evil terror from God’s good earth.—John 
W. McKelvey. 


‘STEPS TO NEBO by J. A. Van Gorkom. Baker Book 
iHouse. 137 pp. $1.50. 


This volume of 13 biographical studies presents Old 
‘Testament heroes, first with descriptive sub-titles. 
“Joseph—The Man of Many Detours,” “Esther—A Star 
‘in the Night’; and takes its title from the caption of 
\the chapter on Moses. Each is preceded with a help- 
‘ful outline which gives the introduction and four or 
‘five traits or qualities of character developed in the 
chapter. Each gives helpful background, as_ the 
/hero’s place in history or in Scripture, and usually 
\closes with a poem emphasizing the fact helpful to 
jyouth for whom the book is written: “God had again 
proved the truth of His Word, Not by might nor 
‘by power, but by my spirit,” or ‘Solomon failed be- 
jeause in his latter days he chose his own way instead 
of God’s way.” The author has chosen characters 
whose lives illustrate lessons of history, to point out 
ow God deals with men and has chosen to use a 
sin ple readable style in providing lessons for. youth, 
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A PASTOR--WRONG? 


Pastors of virtually every denomination read 
THE CHRISTIAN PARENT each month. So many, 
we cant help feeling that this magazine is in- 
creasingly welcomed and approved by a dis- 
criminating readership. Daily devotions, articles 
and features directed toward the home make this 
Christ-centered publication a welcome visitor 
everywhere, Let us know where to: send your 
sample copy and information on Church group 
discounts. 


THE CHRISTIAN PARENT 
$2.00 year 


MY CHUM—The companion 
to little folks, $2.00 year 


Both for $3.00 as a special 
“Church Educator's Offer’’ 


THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CO. 


BOX X, HIGHLAND, ILLINOIS 
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For Rally or Promotion Day awards, this National 
Bible is the ideal choice. Compact in size, it has 
16 pages of illustrations, also colored maps’ and 
special Bible helps. Moderately priced. 


No. 119. Flexible, imitation leather, over- 
lapping covers, round corners and amber 
edges. For the same style but with the 
words of Christ printed in red—ask for 
- No. 119RL. 

For individual gift or presentation, 
No. 123 or 123RL with genuine leather 
overlapping covers with gold edges. 


Ask | for 


National sists 


BELOVED KING JAMES VERSION 
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Send for FREE Catalog con- 
taining illustrations and prices 
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of your church. 
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Price: $3.00 per pair, postpaid. 
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11 W. 42nd St. (Dept. EX950) 
New York 18, N. Y. 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 


Hangings - Ornaments 
and Supplies 
Catalog Free on request 
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Confirmation Gowns — rental or sale 


Es “Re MOORE COMPANY 


Dakin St. 


932 11 : 
Chicago 13, ili. west and St 


New York 18, N. Y. 


we Se ewe ewe 
ee 
sees ae ese eee, 


rather than literary excellence. Most of the studie: 
were given over WMBI at Moody Bible Institute, anc 
their reception helped the author to decide to publisl 
them in book form. Here is rich material for medi 
tation and private devotions, for class work, and as 


suggestions for sermons and  addresses.—Chaplain 


Claude Richmond, 
BESIDE STILL WATERS by W. G. Polack. Concordia 
Pub. House. 73 pp. $1.25. 


The title is especially fitting for this collection of 
ten brief sermons preached in the chapel of the 
summer resort at Clear Lake, Indiana, because it ex 
presses the general mood of the book which offers 
Gospel filled assurance, and because it is so in char 
acter with the religious educator, poet and hymno- 
logist who wrote it and passed to his reward before 
it was published. The texts include four from the 
Old Testament, five from the New, and one, “Living 
and Dead Waters,” a text from each. Themes and 
treatment are practical. “Gladdening Waters,” (Psalm 
46:4) speaks of anniversaries as inventory days and 
goes on to assess the value of the Church and the 
place it should have in the lives of its members, who 
should not take it for granted; and the value of the 
river of grace in supplying the City of God. For 
his summer series, Dr. Polack chose the general theme, 
“Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters!” 
and each is an invitation to seek peace and refresh- 
ment at living waters. Each discourse makes a direct 
approach. “Our times are not conducive to peace of 
mind,” “We all like to eat,” or ‘Baseball is common- 
ly called the great American sport’; lead directly to 
the text and theme and develop with Scriptural and 
historical background, using a liberal amount of 
poetry, symbolism and illustration. It is a very time- 
ly book, strengthening Christians for difficult days.— 
Chaplain Claude Richmond. 


THE BOOK OF ISAIAH, Volume 1, by Julius A. Bewer. 
Harper. 98 pp. 75c. 

This is the first volume on Isaiah in MHarper’s 
Annotated Bible Series, and it has been prepared by 
Julius Bewer, the author of the standard work, ‘The 
Literature of the Old Testament.” 

Here are introductions, outlines, and footnotes, on 
the first thirty-nine chapters of Isaiah, presented in 
an illuminating manner. And the whole is presented 
on the English text of the King James Version, the 
version used by most Christians. It should find wide 
acceptance by students of the Bible—John H. Johan- 
sen. 


WHEN LOVED ONES ARE CALLED HOME by Herbert 
H. Wernecke. Baker. 60c. 

It is easy to assert divinity with birth, but we too 
often find it difficult to associate divinity with death, 
We seem to fear death, yet that experience is a prime 
test of our Christian faith. Having experienced deep 
sorrow himself, Dr. Wernecke here sets forth in 
a beautiful manner the Christian comfort and teaching 
about death, that it is birth into the life Christ 
promised. Attractively printed, this booklet might 
well be substituted for the usual “gooey” and pagan 
condolence card. We need more Christian belief and 
practice concerning death, and this fine booklet wil 
help toward that end.—W. R. Siegart. : 


NOTES ON THE OLD TESTAMENT. Job. Volwiedl 1 
and II by Albert Barnes. Baker. 363 pp. and 339. $6.00. 

These two volumes, embracing the commentary 
the Book of Job, belong to the series of Barn 


Notes on the Bible 
reissuing to the blessing of Biblical 
where. So useful have Barnes’ 
that more than two million 
For depth of 
soundness of 


which the Baker Book House is 
students every- 
commentaries been 
have 
clarity of 


copies 
understanding, 
interpretation, 
was 


been issued. 
expression, 
and practical treatment, 
Albert Barnes interpreter, one among a 
thousand.”” The publishers are to be commended for 
bringing out this series in such excellent 
binding.—E. E. Flack. 
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THE LIFE OF THE APOSTLE PAUL by Albert Barnes. 
Baker Book House. Reprint. 496 pp. $3.50. 

Often the revival of a great classical play on 
Broadway makes the modern plays produced that year 
seem shallow in thought and careless in composition. 


The play which has lived through a generation or 
more has lived because it deserved to live. In like 


manner, a great book of an earlier day makes some 
of the new books seem trite and common. Such is 
the case with this Life of the Apostle Paul, written 
by Albert Barnes, best known to the Christian student 
for his New Testament Notes. In 1830 Barnes. be- 
came pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Phila- 
delphia. During the thirty-seven years of his busy 
pastorate there he enriched the Christian world with 
Many volumes of comments on the New Testament. 
These Notes on the Old and New Ttestament, as well 
as this life of Apostle Paul, were composed between 
four o'clock in the morning and nine o'clock, which 
hours he reserved for this part of his ministry. This 
is as complete a book on the Life of Paul as has ever 
been written. Not only so, but the style and scholar- 
ship more than measures up to and surpass that of 
the many similar volumes published in the past 
hundred years. Every chapter is filled with sermon 
outlines which clamor for somebody to carry them 
into the pulpit, with a message and appeal as potent 
today as when first written.—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


RELIGIOUS BELIEFS OF YOUTH by Murray G. Ross. 
Association Press. $3.00. 

This is one of the most vitally important books any 
minister or religious worker can possess. It is not a 
yolume to be put on the shelf, but thoroughly studied. 
It is a summation of the results of an eight-page 
questionnaire given to thousands of young people asso- 
ciated with the Young Men’s Christian Association in 
eleven cities. The young people interrogated were be- 
tween 18 and 29 yars of age. Though the opening 
pages of the questionnaire did not indicate the_pur- 
pose of being a religious survey, questions about re- 
ligious beliefs and practices were gradually inserted. 

The results should cause the religious forces of 
America to be alert to action. Eighty per cent of 
young people believe in God, but a majority do not 
know why. For many religion is an abstract idea or 
an inculeated tradition, but is not a vital presence in 
motivating life or rendering crucial decisions. Youth 
for the most part are not adventurous for an ideal, 
nor is there any great desire to identify with an 
aggressive movement. Many just want a good job, a 
fine home, a substantial salary. The results of the 
survey are shocking. 

The author divides the book into chapters that give 
the comprehensive story with the proof of tables of 
recapitulation. Such chapters as “The purpose, method 
and limits of this survey,” ‘‘Youth’s Religious Beliefs,” 
“Traditional Religious Practices,” and ‘Values, prob- 
lems and aspirations of youth,” give a picture of the 
contents. Finally, in the last three chapters Dr. Ross 
akes the summation of his findings. He also speci- 
fies: suggested procedures that should be followed to 
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guide youth in experimental spiritual discoveries, so 
religion will not be an abstract theory but a personal 
guide. 

Every minister and religious worker should~ know 
the youth problem. This book is contemporary and 
authoritative. It should not only be studied, referred 
to, but also be the basis for action.—d4. Wallace 
Copper. 


Doubt 

(From page 306) 

than the scriptures. Psychoanalysis and per- 
sonal analysis may appear to be more effec- 
tive than prayer. His own resourcefulness as 
a minister may be called into serious question 
in the tribunal of his own mind, because he 
has failed to understand the relevancy of 
the gospel message to the Twentieth Century. 
His theological concepts have been rigid and 
inadequate and through the years his sense 
of contact with reality, so far as they are 
concerned, has failed to adjust and material- 
ize. This is not to disparage the infant sci- 
ence of psychiatry. It has made a significant 
contribution to our knowledge of human per- 
sonality. A minister should know his way 
around in this field, but conversely he should 
know his way around in the field wherein 
he professes to be an expert and an authority. 


The Answer 


Let the minister learn the efficacy and piety 
of rest. It is positively un-Christian for a 
minister to deplete his energy by continued 
work, day and night, week in, week out, year 
after year. He can be conscientious to a 
fault. One minister of whom I know, re- 
fuses to take a vacation and to accept an 
assistant, although his congregation insists on 


‘it since they perceive what he seems not to per- 


ceive, that he is rapidly undermining his 
health by his unremitting labors. Let the 
minister learn the valuable lesson of relaxa- 
tion at odd intervals. Let him take short 
vacations during the church year. A few 
short ones are more valuable than one long 
one. Let him not labor until utterly exhausted. 
Let him make himself and his mind sit down. 
Let him rest all day Saturday instead of fever- 
ishly trying to pares his sermon on that 
day. If he values freshness of delivery and 


peak efficiency he will rest the day before » 


his “big day.” Thus he will render his min- 
istry more effective for a longer period of 
time. In addition, he will enjoy it more, and 
incidentally he will rid himself to a very 
great extent of the formidable antagonist 
called doubt. 

Let him learn to handle his moods instead 
of permitting them to handle him. He will 
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be subject to recurrent times of depression, if 
he is normal. Let him realize that those times 
come, that they come to all people, and that 
above all he should not make important de- 
cisions during that period of time. 

Let him remember that there were times 
where even the Great Physician failed. 

Let him learn to think sympathetically of 
people. There is much of wrong in them? 
Yes. There is much of immaturity? Yes. 
There is much deceit? Yes. But there is 
much of good also, and many, many people 
are earnestly striving to be better than they 
ate. They come to him and to his church 
to learn to be better. Many struggle with 
inner conflicts and bear burdens that the 
pastor would be shocked to know. Let him 
see mankind stumbling somehow through the 
darkness and up the stairs that approach the 
throne of God. Above all, the minister needs 
a heart of compassion, like a shepherd and 
like a father. It is not enough to understand 
human personality and to possess insight into 
human motivation. To stop with insight 1s 
a liability, for one will see so much of defec- 
tion and imperfection that he will become 
disgusted. One must learn to love, in spite of 
what one sees in the deep places of the 
heart of humanity. Therein is the minister's 
greatest task and also his greatest burden. 

Let the minister come to a new apprecia- 
tion of the relevancy of his message to the 
needs of humanity in the present hour, and 
let him remember that the needs of the pres- 
ent hour are not so greatly different from 
those of the centuries past. Let him not be. 
little the sense of guilt that plagues the hear! 
of many a person and the efficacy of the sweet 
teachings of the scripture that there was One 
Who bore all our sin and died for us. Some- 
thing ptecious has been lost in so-called 
liberal theology, in the omission of that as. 
pect of New Testament Christianity. I de 
not wish to raise controversy here. I only 
wish to point to its deep relevancy to the 
human soul. 

Let the minister come to an appreciatior 
of the relevancy of a message that tells of 
the presence of a friendly God in a friendly 
universe. Herein lies the secret of the powe: 
of the Twenty-third Psalm throughout the 
centuries. It portrays a Shepherd-God, < 
friendly universe where man is at home, ; 
benevolent destiny, ultimate good despite al 
evil, and a final restoration. No one car 
fathom the possibilities for mental healings 
and spiritual health in those few short lines 

Let the minister not close his mind to th 
possibilities of mental, spiritual, and physi 
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healing through the truths contained in the 
scriptures and the Christian system, and I say 
this without inclination toward any extremism 
or cult. It is inherent and basic in the min- /| 
ister’s message. We have been too concerned chase) puipiivana 
with material advances. We have made no a fadidat Gowns 
significant advances in the realm of the spirit Academic Caps, 


since the time of Christ, but we are standing 
on the threshold of an era in which we shall. 


No one can estimate the power of love and aL | y 
forgiveness to heal the mind and the body of 
one who has been boiling with resentment 
and hate for years. No one can estimate the BOE 

; = Cotrell«beonard 
ee 


power of faith to eradicate one of man’s 
greatest enemies, fear. No one can estimate 

the extent of mental and spiritual health 
- resident in the Christian attitude of giving 
one’s self to find one’s self, the positive, out- 


going spirit as opposed to the negative, re- 
strictive, current philosophy of selfishness. But 
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